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7 CFR Ch. XVII (1–1–01 Edition)§ 1753.37

§ 1753.37 Plans and specifications
(P&S).

(a) General. (1) Prior to the prepara-
tion of P&S, the borrower shall review
with the GFR the current and future
requirements for central office equip-
ment.

(2) The P&S shall specify the delivery
and completion time required for each
exchange.

(3) The P&S shall provide for a com-
plement of spare parts to be provided
to the borrower. The quantity and type
of spare parts shall be determined in
accordance with the provisions in RUS
Form 522 ‘‘General Specification for
Digital, Stored Program Controlled
Central Office Equipment.’’

(4) P&S for equipment to be provided
under a Form 545 contract shall require
the supplier to provide specific instal-
lation information and a detailed bond-
ing and grounding plan to be utilized
by the engineer. borrower, and others
responsible for the installation of the
equipment.

(b) Preparation of P&S. (1) The P&S
shall include RUS Contract Form 525
or 545, Notice and Instructions to Bid-
ders, specifications for the required
equipment for each exchange, provision
for spare parts, and all other pertinent
data needed by the bidder to complete
its proposal.

(2) Guidelines for the preparation of
the detailed equipment specifications
are contained in the Telecommuni-
cations Engineering and Construction
Manual (TE&CM), which is available
from RUS.

(c) RUS review of P&S is required for
construction estimated to cost over
$500,000 total or estimated to cost more
than 25% of the total loan, whichever
is less.

(1) If RUS review is required, the bor-
rower shall submit one copy of the P&S
to the GFR for RUS review.

(2) RUS will review the P&S and no-
tify the borrower in writing of approval
or disapproval.

[54 FR 39267, Sept. 25, 1989. Redesignated at
55 FR 39397, Sept. 27, 1990, as amended at 64
FR 16607, Apr. 6, 1999]

§ 1753.38 Procurement procedures.
(a) Sealed competitive bidding. Sealed

competitive bidding of central office
equipment shall be in two steps: pres-

entation and evaluation of suppliers’
technical proposals, and compliance
with the sealed competitive bidding
procedure set forth in § 1753.8(a). The
procedure is as follows:

(1) Solicitation of bids. (i) After RUS
approval of the specifications and
equipment requirements (required only
for projects expected to exceed $500,000
or 25% of the loan, whichever is less),
the borrower shall send ‘‘Notice and In-
structions to Bidders’’ to suppliers
with central office equipment included
in the current Informational Publica-
tion (I.P.) 300–4, ‘‘List of Materials Ac-
ceptable for Use on Telecommuni-
cations Systems of RUS Borrowers.’’
I.P. 300–4 is a subscription item avail-
able from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, U.S. Government Printing Of-
fice, P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA
15250–7954. This ‘‘Notice’’ may also be
sent to suppliers of non-domestic
equipment currently accepted by RUS
as meeting RUS technical standards.
The ‘‘Notice’’ may also be sent to sup-
pliers of central office equipment ac-
cepted for field trial.

(ii) The ‘‘Notice’’ must set forth the
method of evaluating bids and must re-
quire the submission of equipment lists
and traffic calculations with the bids.

(iii) RUS Contract Forms 525 or 545
shall be used, except that the ‘‘Notice’’
shall state that prior to the bid open-
ing a technical session will be con-
ducted with each supplier to resolve
any questions related to the technical
proposal submitted by the supplier.
The suppliers’ technical proposals
should be requested for presentation 30
days in advance of the bid opening to
enable sufficient time to make the
technical evaluation.

(iv) The borrower shall solicit bids as
set forth in § 1753.8(a)(2). The ‘‘Notice’’
shall be sent to at least three prospec-
tive bidders. A copy of the ‘‘Notice’’
and a list of such bidders shall be sent
to RUS.

(v) At the request of an invited sup-
plier, the borrower shall provide two
copies of the P&S.

(2) Technical Sessions. (i) The bor-
rower shall schedule individual tech-
nical sessions by the suppliers, notify
each supplier of its scheduled date and
time, notify the GFR of all scheduled
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